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describe a complete up-to-date dermatologic phar-
macology. 
At the end of each chapter important pertinent 
literature is cited. interspersed with the text are 
120 drawing~ and :l:l8 tables which facilitate under-
standing. The final chapter of 63 pages is an 
alphabetically arranged register of all common and 
some le:;s common dermatoses in outline form with 
references to the text. An extensive index of 4::! 
pages allows quick orientation concerning text , 
table::., and register of dermatoses. 
This erudite hook i!:< not easy reading. It cannot 
replace a dermatologic textbook of predominantly 
clinical character. The volume is , howe\'er. re-
markable for its scope and mastery over details of 
physiology and biochemistry ol skin diseases, hith-
erto not as~embled in one presentation. This 
treatise will provoke new avenues of discussion 
leading toward yet unknown interpretations and 
unexplored horizons. This is an important German 
text that an Engltsh-speaking dermatologist con-
versant with the German language would find 
useful . 
Alfred Hollander, M.D. 
Springfield. Massachusetts 
Lehrbuc h der Ha utkrankheiten und veneri -
schen lnfektionen, by Th. Nasemann and W. 
Sauerbrey. , pringer Verlag, Berlin, Heidel-
berg, and New York, l97.J. (401 pp, 800 
illustrations) 
asemann and Sauerbrey have published a 
textbook of Skin Disea~e.\ and Venereal Infections 
directed to the medical student and general practi-
tioner. 
Each disease 1s described in a conctSe form as to 
definition. etiology. pathogenesis, complications, 
differential diagnosis. and therapy. Only tho:.e 
diseases which are imperati,·e to the knowledge of 
student and practitioner are discussed. Included 
are chapter on andrology and proctology. A sepa-
rate area ol text is devoted to basic concept~ of 
dermatologic therapy and to selected standard 
dermatologic prescriptions. 
It is commendable that the authors point to 
autoinoculation for the diagnosis of chancroid if 
there is difficulty in finding the Ducrey-Unna 
st reptobacillus. On page 277. gelatin is recom-
mended as a growth stimulant tor onycholysis. etc. 
I find this treatment of no value. 
An index is added for quick orientation. The text 
is interspersed with :lOO in~tructive black and 
white illustrations as "'ell as with drawings. charts. 
tables, light and electron micro~copic photographs. 
Paper, pnnt, and format of this soft-bound 
compendium are excellent. Th1s volume has all the 
qualities of a good textbook and reference work f,tr 
the German -speaking medical student and general 
practitioner. 
Alfred Hollander. M.D. 
'pringfleld. Massachusetts 
For tschritte der praktische n Dermatologie und 
Vene rologie. Edited by 0 . Braun-Falco and 
D. Petzoldt. Springer Verlag, Berlin , Heidel-
berg, and :'-Jew York, 197:~. (.3..34 pp, 66 illustra-
twns, soft -bound. $32.(X)) 
The seventh volume of Progres.~ in Practical 
Drrmato/og\ and Venereolog'. edited by Braun-
Falco and Petzoldt. contains all the lectures given 
at the ::.eventh postgraduate cour.;e of the Derma to-
logic C'linic of the University of Munich, held July 
22-27, 197:l. 
Thirty-nine German. one American, two Aus-
trian, one Belgian. one Polish. and two , wiss der-
matologists g1ve up-to-date reviews of the following 
subjects: skin carcinoma. pseudocanceroses and 
pseudo~arcomatoses of sk.n. external dermatologic 
therapy. phlebology, andrology. polyetiologic skin 
reactions, occupational skin protection, dermato-
logic roentgen therap). and what's new in practical 
dermatology. 
Naturally, this volume is of foremost benefit to 
German-speaking dermatologists, but it should be 
interesting to American dermatologists. conver-
sant with German, to read the various lectures by 
prominent European dermatologists. 
Alfred Hollander. M.D. 
Springfield, Massachusetts 
T he Structure and F unction of S k in . T hird 
Edition . William Montagna and Paul F. Pa-
rakkal. Academic Press, . ew York and Lon-
don, 197-t . (43.'J pp. :27.00) 
It is a great pleasure to see that the third edition 
of this book i~ better than even the superb earlier 
editions. The book's general format is the same as 
in the second edition with individual chapters on 
the epiderm•~. dermis, cutaneous nerves, pilary 
apparatus, nails. sebaceous glands, apocrine 
glands, and eccrine glands. Hair changes in protein 
malnutrition are described in detail by Robert 
Bradfield and this is an excellent addition to t he 
book . The short 6 1 l- page section on blood vessels 
of the second edition is expanded into a definitive 
chapter in this edition . 
The mo~t remarkable feature of this text is that 
it has more factual material and more references 
than the second ed1tion and yet is shorter. Most 
chapters have been completely reworked with 
many new figures and illustrations present in this 
edition with an emphasis on electron micrographs . 
The scannmg elect ron micrographs of the hair, and 
close-up micrographs of dissected hair bulbs and 
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sebaceous glands are of such unusual artistic 
quality that one would like two copies of the 
book-one for the coffee table at home and one for 
the office or laboratory . 
The wealth of information in the book makes it a 
necessity for the dermatologic researcher and bi-
ologist. The resident and practitioner will want to 
know this book well because both morphologic and 
biochemical data are presented and well discussed. 
Morphologic data from normal human skin are the 
authors' main interest , but much recent biochemi-
cal data are also given as are data from primates. 
The book is well printed with photographs and 
figures of excellent quality. 
A more extensive index with more subject head -
ings would be of benefit to those looking for the 
wealth of factual information on animals other 
than humans. 
Lowell A. Gold mith, M.D. 
Durham, North Carolina 
page 304: ''Pemphigus is characterized histologi-
cally by intradermal bulla formation with acan-
tholysis." This is corrected later in the section to 
read : "intra-epidermal." 
As the majority of the contributors are from 
abroad, differences in nomenclature for drugs and 
diseases may cause some confusion to the Ameri-
can reader. 
It is surprising that the section on psoriasis 
makes no mention of cyclic AMP in discussing the 
pathophysiology of the disease. 
This book is not intended for the individual who 
has kept abreast of the dermatologic literature, 
although it is pleasant reading. As Dr. Rook states 
in his preface: "For the very many for whom long 
hours in a well stocked library are not a practicable 
proposition there is a need for reviews which cover 
recent advances in laboratory and clinical derma-
tology in relation to the common diseases from one 
or more of which over 80% of our patients are 
suffering." This volume provides just such a re-
Recent Advances in Dermatology. Edited by view. 
Arthur Rook, M.A ., M.D. , F .R.C.P. Churchill 
Livingstone, Edinburgh and London, 197:3. 
(469 pp, £ 7.50) 
fn contrast to the Yearbook of Dermatolopv, 
which annually deals in abstract form with the 
most recent advances in all aspects of dermatology, 
this volume concentrates in depth on particular 
disease entities frequently encountered in derma-
tologic practice as well as diseases in which devel-
opments in knowledge have occurred over the past 
several years. Dr. Rook has compiled an edition 
consisting of twelve sections in which twenty-four 
contributors have been charged with the task of 
critically and selectively reviewing the literature of 
the last decade. The contents include: cutaneous 
bacteriology. fW1gus diseases. viral infections. pho-
todermatoses, contact dermatitis, atopic dermati-
tis, acne vulgaris, biology and immunology of 
vitiligo and cutaneous malignant melanoma, im· 
munofluorescence and electron micro;.copical stud-
ies of bullous diseases, genetically determined 
diseases, topical therapy. and psoriasis. 
The volume contains a s mall number of photo-
graphs, diagrams, and charts. all of which serve to 
enhance the text. The bibliographies for each 
section ar~ extensive. The readability of the differ-
ent sections is as varied as the authors, but on the 
whole of good quality. Moynahan in his section on 
genetic diseases has the ability to evoke a mental 
image by his descriptive phraseology. Referring to 
s mall stature in the Leopard syndrome he states: 
··affected young adults are often given children's 
half fare tickets on public service vehicles." 
There a re scattered typographical errors 
throughout the volume. A glaring one appears on 
Michael Fisher. M.D. 
Bronx .. ew York 
Manua l of Sk in Diseases. Third Edition , by 
Gordon auer, M .D. J. B. Lippincot t Com· 
pany, Philadelphia, Toronto, 1973. (357 pal(es, 
/48 illustrations, 60 color plates. $24.00) 
ln the 3rd edition, Dr. Sauer has expanded his 
"shortest and most concise book published on 
diseases of the skin" from 284 to 357 pages, from 45 
to 60 color plates, from 29 to 33 chapters, and from 
$12.00 to $24.00. New chapters included are Geno-
dermatoses, Pediatric Dermatology, Geriatric Der-
matology, and the only contribution from another 
author, Photosensitivity Dermatoses by James Ka-
livas, M.D. Addition of the 15 new high quality 
plates is perhaps the most significant improvement 
over the 2nd edition. 
The author's formulations and suggestions for 
topical therapy with various creams, pastes and 
lotions are sound and t raditional. They reflect the 
experience of a practicing clinician skilled in the 
art of dermatology. However, in the context of 
today·~ new "scientific dermatology,'' issue might 
well be taken with some of Dr. Sauer's systemic 
therapy suggestions: for example, B 12 injections for 
seborrhea, oral hydrochloric acid (Acidulin) for 
rosacea. gamma gobulin shots for erythema mul -
tiforme, Depo-Testosterone for nummular eczema, 
and Methischol or Lipotropic capsules "to correct 
a possible fat metabolism error" in p oriasis . I 
must hasten to point out, however. that most of 
these suggestions are reserved for ·· resistant" or 
"severe" cases. I suspect. in view of Dr. Sauer's 
predominantly sound and conservative therapeutic 
